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Box No. n Observations Tvhere certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following 
reasons: 

1. I I Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2- I I Claims Nos.: 35 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 

Although the claim is directed to a method of manufacture, the description is wholly silent on the method of 
manufacture of the storage device. 



3. I I QaimsNos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a) 



Box No. m Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority. found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
See supplemental sheet 



I 1 As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all 

— searchable claims. 

|X I As all searchable claims could be searched witiiout effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite 

— payment of any additional fee. 

I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report 

— covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



I j No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this international search report is 
— restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest | | The additional search fees were accon^anied by the apphcanfs protest. 

I I No protest acconipanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of Boxes I to VIII is not sufficient) 

Continuation of Box No: ID Lack of Unity of Invention 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In coming to this 
conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

L Claims 1 to 34 are directed to a storage device including a body, the body including at least one substantially 
elongate backbone and at least one substantially elongate tine intercoimected thereto but separated there from 
by a defined distance to fonn a channel adapted to receive flie article positioned therein, and further including 
supporting means attachable to the body. It is considered that the elongate tine interconnected to the 
backbone but separated there from by a defined distance to form a channel adapted to receive the article 
positioned therein comprises a first "special technical feature 

2. Claim 36 is directed to a method of varying the article storage capacity of a storage device, the storage device 
including a body, the body including a substantially elongate backbone and multiple substantially elongate 
tines interconnected to the backbone, but each tine separated from the backbone by a defined distance to each 
other to form a channel adapted to receive the article positioned therein, each tine also being separated from 
each other by a defined distance and further including supporting means attachable to the body. It is 
considered that the elongate tine also being separated from each other by a defined distance con:q)rises a 
second "special technical feature". 

These groups are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, that is, they do not have any common 
inventive features, which define a contribution over the prior art. The common concept linking together these groups 
of claims is a storage device including a body, the body including at least one substantially elongate backbone and at 
least one substantially elongate tine interconnected thereto but separated there from by a defined distance to form a 
channel adapted to receive the article positioned therein, and further including supporting means attachable to the 
body. However this concept is not novel in the light of US 6135381 A (Teson), US 4779815 A (Moore et al) and DE 
2816266 (Rhen fieteiligungs- und Finanzierungs AG). Therefore these claims lack unity a posteriori. 
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This^ Annex lists the known "A" publication level patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the 
above-mentioned international search report. The Australian Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars 
which are merely given for the purpose of information. 
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NIL 


US 4779815 


US 4688739 
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